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THE CONCORD FIRE OF 1917 
By Vivian Boyd 
  

 “Fire, fire!”  A cook from the Concord Inn roused people 

residing at the hotel.  He ran from door to door, shouting for 

people to get out and then he ran to the Fire Department, a 

half a block away.  It was 2:00 in the morning, April 25, 

1917, and the fire bell quickly rang out.  Hose carts arrived 

within minutes, and the firemen and volunteers began pour-

ing water on the flames and helping those still inside escape. 
 

 After the town of Concord was incorporated in 1905, the 

purchase of fire hydrants was approved by the City Council. 

Once the installation was completed in 1910, the department 

bought two hand-drawn hose carts, and two years later a 

hand-drawn chemical truck.  This, the latest in fire-fighting 

equipment, was the first to arrive on the scene. 
 

 Melvin E. Lyons, owner of the Concord Inn and the buildings on either side, had just moved into the inn with his wife 

Edna and daughter Edna May.  Also awakened that morning were the hotel manager, D. H. Chambers, and his wife, along 

with schoolteachers Agnes Hoey, Ruth Hunting, Mary Knight and Isabelle Brown.  They huddled on the street and watched, 

as the fire spread. 
 

 Two waitresses, Nettie Dean and Beatrice Arthur, were trapped in their rooms and overcome with smoke.  They were 

carried to safety by fireman Guy Berger and the hotel clerk.  They were safe, but saw the fire spread to the Bank of Con-

cord, on the corner, and then the flames spread further down Salvio Street. 
 

 Fire fighters began arriving from Martinez, Bay Point, Antioch, Avon, Cowell, Walnut Creek and Oakland to fight the 

conflagration. 
 

 Ruth Galindo, in an oral interview taken in 1977, described watching in horror with her mother, Catherine, brother Har-

old, and sister Leonora from an upstairs window in their home.  They clung to one another in terror, all of them crying.  She 

thought the whole town of Concord was burning.  Her father, Fred, had left to see what he could salvage from his store, the 

Concord Mercantile Company. His spring shipment of merchandise had just arrived from San Francisco.  World War I had 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 Winter is approaching and our society is 

very active.  Our Events Committee has been 

super energetic.   Barbara Strehlitz and Joanne 

Fryer, with the help of Jan Trolan, Gloria 
Mattson, Gloria Lincoln, and many others, 

brought in $3,800 from our Great Stuff Sale in 

August, and then we turned around and organ-

ized the Autumn at the Adobe Wine Tasting in 

October.  Terry Kremin was responsible for the 

wineries and Linda Chambers for tallying and 

greeting our guests.  This event brought in 

about $3,500. 
 

 Jan Trolan has been busy with her crew at 

the Galindo Home, where the Society hosted 

the Bay Area Historic House Museums group, 

of which Board members Carole Kelsch and 
Judy Trette have been representing the Society.  There were 15 guests touring the 

Home and lunching in the Gardens.    The Society also hosted the representatives 

from our sister city, Kitakami, Japan, of which there were 50 guests, many who could 

not speak English and had an interpreter. 

        
 Lind Higgins has been busy training two new volunteers at our Resource Center, 

at which we’ve had several visitors in recent months.  They come to look up old arti-

cles, pictures, histories, and sometimes give us artifacts.  The Board and Committees 

meet there and the way Lind has it organized is above and beyond what is expected 

of a volunteer. 
  

 Our donations have been steady, although our overall fundraising has been slow.  
However, I have faith that our fundraising efforts will provide us with the much-

needed capital to move forward with our museum project.  While our membership 

has been increasing slightly, we are eager to welcome a lot more new members.  I 

want the society to be a prominent community organization for the community, 

where all can come, have fun and learn about Concord and it’s history.   
 

 Our Education Outreach program consist of Board members that are career educa-

tors – Vivian Boyd, Martha Riley, Judy Trette, and Karen Mangini.   With these four 

women, we will move forward with the best educational outreach program for our 

3rd and 4th graders bar none.  Chuck Gabrysiak, Larry Prosper, Dave Gagliardi and 

Lloyd Crenna have a full plate overseeing the Masonic Temple restorations pro-

ject.  With the guidance of Marc Willis, our contractor, the Temple is about to begin 
restoration.  Marc took care of the Galindo Home’s restoration so you can see what a 

gift we have in him.   John Keibel still needs some help with our website, although 

it’s up and looking good, he feels it could be better.   If any one of you might be able 

to help, let us know.  Carlyn Obringer has joined us as our “Social Media” director 

and it has helped us reach out to the community, beyond our membership, which is 

what has to happen.  Brad Morimune, and Evelyn and Barry Cunningham are con-

stantly working on ways to drum up new members and ads for our Historian – don’t 

forget, for a simple business card ad, it’s only $100 a year for four editions and we 

have solid readership.  You can’t get cheaper advertising than that!  Last but not least 

I want to thank John Carlston, our editor of the Historian.   He is what I hope will 

stay around for a long time.   It is his generation’s (many of our Board members went to school with his parents) thinking and 
giving back to the community that we so desperately need right now.  Again, let me end with thanking you for caring and sup-

porting the Society.    
 

Come see the Christmas decorations at the Galindo Home and Gardens and have a very safe and happy New Year. 
Your President, Carol Longshore 

 

Board of Directors 
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Board Member Emeritus: 

 Paul Larson 

 Kay Massone (1937-2014) 
 

John Carlston 

Lloyd Crenna 

Barry Cunningham 

Evelyn Cunningham 

Joanne Fryer 

Chuck Gabrysiak 

David Gagliardi 

John Keibel 

Terry Kremin 

Karen Mangini 

Marv McKean 

Brad Morimune 

Larry Prosper 

Martha Riley 

Barbara Strehlitz 

Tom Wentling 

 

 

 

Concord Historical Society’s  

Resource Center 
 

Farm Bureau Road 

Concord 

(925) 827-3380 

Open Tuesdays 1:00 to 4:00 PM 
 

Visit us on the web at:  

www.concordhistorical.org 

 www.concordhistory.com  
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Honorary  

Board of Directors 
 

Willard Ballenger 

Horse Rancher/Breeder  
 

Dave Brubeck (1920-2012) 

Musician/Composer 
 

Richard A. Cuneo  

Winery Executive 
 

Joseph L. Campbell 

Pres. - Contra Costa Water Dist.  
 

Hart Fairclough (1924-2013) 

Educator/Athletic Coach 
 

Judith Morgan 

Author/TV Writer/Painter  
 

James Serventi 

Colonel, U.S. Air Force (Retired) 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Christmas Open House and Decorations Display 
at the Historic Galindo Home Museum and Gardens 

Saturdays and Sundays December 6, 7, 13, 14, 20 and 21 from 1:00 to 4:00 PM 
Wednesdays December 10 and 17 from 7:00 to 9:00 PM 

 

Sweetheart Non-Dance 
February 14, 2015—a non-event fundraiser 

 

Annual Membership Dinner & Meeting 
Thursday, March 19, 2015  

at Oakhurst Country Club, Clayton 
 

Spring Tea 
at the Historic Galindo Home Museum and Gardens 

Spring 2015 
(date not yet determined) 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Nancy Gilliland      Jill McKinnon Endicott 

Ken Ainslie & Becky Stewart David Craig 

Linda Carter       Nancy Omania 

Arvin Bolen       Stan & Robin Norton 

Brent Trublood      Carol Langer 

John Blenkle       Ewa & Richard Sobilo 

Rena Swedberg 

Congratulations to Honorary Board Member Jim Ser-

venti and his wife Gayle who recently celebrated their 

50th Wedding Anniversary.  Best wishes and sincere 

thanks to Jim for his years of dedicated service and sup-

port to the Concord Historical Society.    
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Continued from page 1 

opened shipyards in Bay Point and there was an influx of 

workers who had money to spend on silk shirts and other lux-

ury goods, meaning big business for the store.  These workers 

had money to spend and Fred Galindo had just stocked his 

store with uninsured spring commodities.  He couldn’t save 

anything. 
 

 Firemen hauled out a few items salvaged from the down-

stairs floor of the Concord Inn, a mahogany upright player 

piano, a mahogany roll-top desk, a few dishes and silver and 

two trunks – one empty. Storeowners worked to pull items 

onto the sidewalks and streets.  C. H. Guy saved some records 

and a safe from the post office.  When the Neustaedter’s 

pulled items from their store, they heard the canned goods 

exploding inside at the rear of the store. Despite their best efforts, the firemen lost two entire blocks, except for the January 

building at the end of Salvio Street and the Martin home at the end of Mt. Diablo Street. The total loss was estimated at 

$200,000.  Not a lot of money today, but a huge sum at the time. 
 

 Businesses destroyed included the Concord Inn, the Con-

cord Mercantile Company, the Post Office, the Bank of Con-

cord, B. Nuestaedter’s store, Meehan’s Hardware Store, Mrs. 

S. A. Fletcher’s Modiste, a pool room operated by C. De-

Benedetti and the offices of Louis Martin D.D.S., Edward E. 

Johnson, M.D. and attorney A.S. Sherlock. 
 

 Louis Mangini said, “It looked as though the whole world 

was on fire.”  Afraid of looting, Charles Klein hired 3 boys to 

watch for ember and sparks and members of the Redman pa-

trolled the town for several days. 
 

 The Transcript had called the Concord Inn a “swank pal-

ace,” described as a beautiful marble and stone building with 

meeting rooms and a restaurant; it was never rebuilt. The 

Nuestaedter’s store was never rebuilt, neither was the Concord Mercantile Company.  The year 1918 brought Armistice and 

a sudden depression to the Concord economy.  The shipyards closed, the workers moved on and the fire-scarred blocks of 

town remained empty. 
 

 Fred Galindo went to work at the Concord Department Store, and later bought an interest in the business; shortly there-

after he became the Treasurer for the City of Concord.  But, Ruth Galindo said that her father “…was devastated.”  He 

never got over the complete loss of his business.  She attributed his relatively early death to the strain that the fire put on her 

father.  “He lost everything and never recovered.”  Rebuilding of the downtown area began in 1921. 
 

  

SURVEYING THE WRECKAGE FROM THE FIRE OF 1917 

THE CONCORD INN DESTROYED IN THE FIRE OF 1917 

 THE BLOCK THAT HOUSED THE BANK OF CONCORD, CONCORD MERCANTILE & THE CONCORD INN  
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BEES AT THE GALINDO HOUSE 
By Eleanor Zuzan 

 

 As many of you may be aware, the Galindo House had been the home to bees for quite some time.  From outside the 

house looking up to Harold Galindo’s room on the second floor, you either saw bees coming and going from their hive nes-

tled in the roof of the bay window or saw dead bees scattered on the window ledge and the floor inside.  At 8:30 Saturday 

morning, August 30, 2014 Jan Trolan and I had the opportunity to see the removal of a 40,000-50,000 bee colony, and it 

was not the Galindo House’s first extraction.  In fact, when the ceiling was cut open, you could see remnants where the 

older beehive once was, right beside the one about to be removed. 
 

 Why has this been a reoccurring bee problem for us?  It started with a visit in 

the attic where I found myself with a member from the Mount Diablo Bee Associa-

tion.  With the lights  turned off you could see pockets of light in many areas which 

told us bees could have set up home at any of these entrances.  Bees have an acute 

sense of smell and when the old beehive was removed, honeybee scouts searching 

for a new nesting site may have picked up the hive’s scent.  There is also the possi-

bility while the old beehive was being removed, some of the bees were out foraging 

for food only to return later and start rebuilding the nest.  Bees are interesting crea-

tures.  While the bees had total access to the attic in the Galindo Home, it is their 

nature to never venture further than where they established their hive, close to the 

entrance they were attracted to in the first place. 
 

 We decided to have the bees removed by James Eggert and Neil Hahn of “We 

Bee” and with Harold’s room prepped, the day had arrived.  James and Neil had 

been up in the room for some time but I had never witnessed a bee extraction before 

and curiosity it piqued my interest.  I gently knocked on the door that said, “Under 

Construction - Do Not Enter,” and waited for  an acknowledgement from James 

or Neil to come in.  What would I see?  Bees swarming in a frenzy for having their 

home taken away?  Warnings of buzzing to stay away, or else?  Would bees attack 

me like those Killer Bees we hear about?  And I most certainly didn’t want to inter-

rupt the beekeepers too long for doing such dangerous work.  But I just had to see. 
 

 All was quiet as I was welcomed to open the door and once in the room it was surreal.  By this time, most of the bees 

had been vacuumed into a temporary holding box for transporting but don’t worry, the vacuum is specially designed for the 

job at hand.  Yes, there were bees flying around but I was forewarned bees sense fear.  I remained calm and it was fascinat-

ing to see James and Neil at work while bees whirled around us peacefully.  Okay, I admit Neil did get stung several times 

but he braved it very well.  Besides, the bees were preoccupied keeping vigilance over their “Queen.”  Eventually, Jan 

joined us in Harold’s Room where we learned many things about bees and beekeeping from James and Neil.  Capsuled fu-

ture queens were pointed out to us as Neil continued removing sections of the hive and we even got a finger sample of 

honey of which I took some home.  Delicious. 
 

 Bees sustain our food sources, provide us with natural and homeopathic 

medicine and on its own, it’s Mother Nature at her best - honey tastes great!  It 

was our full intention to save the honeybees considering the number of colonies 

collapsing across America and James and Neil did a wonderful job fulfilling our 

request and completed a fine job.  Thank you James and Neil.  As well, the attic 

is now sealed up where no bees can enter again.  However, it is typical about 1 

to 2 percent of a bee colony will die when extracting and relocating a hive.  The 

surviving Galindo Bees were taken up to Napa.  A few days later when James 

went to check on them, our bees had disappeared.  Bees know how to take care 

of themselves and I’d like to think they are out there somewhere, happy, having 

found a preferred new home.   
 

 In a sense, I will miss the bees at the Galindo House after having such an 

amazing experience of being in the moment with them that Saturday morning.  

It’s almost like they had become the fifth generation of the Galindo House, if 

you will.  For what it’s worth, I will always admire bees with the most humbling 

respect. 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP 
By Lloyd Crenna 
 

Dear Members, 

 If you haven’t donated to the Fund to restore the Masonic Temple, this is the time to do so.  During this winter we will 

be installing the new wiring, plumbing air conditioning/heater, and refinishing the floors, stage and the rest of the interior. 

In the Spring we will construct the parking lot and the front entry terrace. We project the Grand Opening for October 2015. 

But this won’t be possible without your help.  Your gift of over $50 or more, if received before December 31, 2014, will be 

doubled by a supporter of the Society.  
  
 Recently our project received the support of many local and state politicians and we have used the letter on the next 

page in our fundraising campaign.  Please remember that the Society doesn’t receive any government funding. Thank you.  
 

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE MONEY? 
By Lind Higgins 
 

 In the last several years, as a result of purchases and donations, the Concord Historical Society has become a $4 million 

corporation!  The donations consisted of the Galindo Home Museum and Grounds and the Farm Bureau Hall building that 

now houses the Resource Center and stored artifacts.  The Society purchased the Masonic Temple (for $1.00) and the land 

next to the Galindo property on which it sits ($325,000).  The following information summarizes the Society’s financial 

situation as of the end of September 2014, the third quarter of our fiscal year. 
 

 Our bank accounts include $40,671 in the Operations Fund and $243,329 in the Museum Building Fund, of which 

$173,319 is to be spent only on the renovation of the Masonic Temple.  There are also reserve accounts totaling $25,094 for 

future repairs.  Life membership dues are in another reserve account which is drawn down each year, based on a 40-year 

membership expectancy.  There are also small accounts for Landmark Plaques, Oral History and Archive Preservation. 
 

 We’ve been successful in raising enough money to restore the Galindo Home as well as move the Masonic Temple, set 

it on a new foundation, install some sidewalk and sewer connections, put on a new roof and weatherize the exterior.  There 

have been a number of events this year designed to raise additional money.  The “Do Not Attend Valentine Dance” raised 

$3,250, The Spring Tea netted $1,867, Summer at the Galindo Home produced $545 thanks to donations, and the Great 

Stuff Sale to date has netted $3,512 with somewhat more expected to come in from consignments.   
 

 Our major benefactor, the Betty Barnes Trust, to date has matched $84,254 in donations to be used exclusively for reno-

vation of the Masonic Temple (of which, $22,538 was received in 2013).  An additional $4,035 was submitted for matching 

as of the end of September.  The Trust will match all donations of $50 or more made before December 31, 2014 up to a total 

of $200,000. 
 

 The following information on income and expenditures is intended as an overview, not a detailed report.  Income from 

all sources includes Operations Fund receipts of $1,600 in donations, $7,315 in dues and $351 in merchandise sales.  The 

Museum Building Fund received $2,039 in donations plus $122,289 for the Masonic Temple, including the matching funds. 
 

 Expenditures generally exceed income.  As you can imagine, managing three facilities as well as running the organiza-

tion is not inexpensive.  Insurance costs total more than $20,700 for the year.  As of the end of September, costs for operat-

ing the Galindo Home are over $7,000 and for the Resource Center over $11,013 because of the need to replace the air con-

ditioning system and also to maintain a relatively constant temperature to protect the artifacts.  Operations costs for supplies 

and software maintenance for our collections, publishing the newsletter, printing stationery and flyers and other administra-

tive expenses total over $12,350.  Last, but not least, costs related to renovation of the Masonic Temple total over $55,500. 



 

 

November 2014 THE CONCORD HISTORIAN  Page 7 

 



 

 

November 2014 THE CONCORD HISTORIAN  Page 8 

D O N A T I O N S  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND CONTINUED SUPPORT 

Donations—Financial Contributions 

Brad & Jennifer Morimune 

Newsletter 

Dave & Pam Martin 

Chuck & Barbara Gabrysiak 

Joan Reed 

Denny & Marti Brown 

Janette Low 
Lynnet Keihl 

In Memory of Bill Marshall 

George Darrow 

In Memory of William M. “Billy” King 

James & Gayle Serventi 

In Memory of Kay Massone 

In Honor of James & Gayle Serventi 

Paul & Lisa Serventi 

Robert & Kathleen Serventi 

Brian & Lisa Frawley 

Jerry & Sheila Jeffry 

Bill & Pricilla McGregor 
Bill & Wilmetta Silva 

Terry & Janet Davis 

Museum Building Fund 

David & Bonnie Fry 

Jim & Jan Trolan 

Mary Buscaglia 

Shell Matching Gifts Program 

 (A. Jacobs) 
Richard Cuneo 

Jill McKinnon Endicott 

Jean C. Riggs 

David Craig 

John & Janet Bruno 

Bill & Gail Shinn 

Wayne & Linda Hudlin 

Carole Mattheson 

Jerry Michaels 

Ron Buscaglia 

Richard Biddle 
Quentin M. Sweeny 

Brad & Jennifer Morimune 

Karen Mangini 

Dr. Allen Lagier 

Tanina Mercurio 

John Mercurio 

Jack & Janet Armstrong 

Ronald Crenna 

Craig & John Williams 

Larry & Enid Kissinger 

Bonny Henry 
Mr & Mrs. Danny Brown 

Anthony & Lura Dymond 

In Memory of Arthur Stephens 

George Darrow 

In Memory of Colette Tedeschi 

Chuck & Barbara Gabrysiak 

In Memory of John “Jack” Jeffry 

James & Gayle Serventi 

CHS BOARD SEEKS VOLUNTEERS FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

 Manage the CHS websites.  
 

 Be a docent at the Galindo Home to show the Home on Sunday afternoons and by appointment.   

 

 Work at the Resource Center Tuesday afternoons or other days as arranged. Lind Higgins at 925-827-3380. 
 

 Be our handy man or woman at the Galindo Home and Resource Center.  Task includes minor repairs and maintenance.    
 

 Assist with gardening at the Galindo Home Gardens.  Includes some flower bed care, light weeding and pruning.  Make 

the Garden the beautiful space it can be.  (All major work done by a professional gardener.)   

 

Please call the Concord Historical Society’s Resource Center at 827-3380 if you are ready and willing to help. 

Mr. & Mrs. Marty Allan 

Carole Woods 

  John Keibel 

Fran Martin 

Mark & John O’Brien 

Rev. & Mrs. Armin Keibel 

Barry & Evelyn Cunningham 

Paul Andrews 

Stuart Swiedler 

Stephen Weir 

Douglass & Kathleen Hieb 

Ellin B. Marcellus 

In Memory of Elmer Carlson 

Jeanette Buscaglia 

Mary Buscaglia 

Susan & Chuck Levy 

Barbara Jean Smith 

Jim & Virginia Villa 
Peter & Judy Vasconi 

Stan Gaunt 

James & Gayle Serventi 
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D O N A T I O N S  

Donations—Photos, Artifacts, Library Materials 
 

Bill Bailey - Map, mounted, California 1944, issued by the U.S. Dept of Interior 

Bill DeWitt - Photo, B&W, 1951 Grammar School basketball championship teams – Lightweights Concord, Heavyweights 

Bay Point, all players identified 

Chuck Gabrysiak - Cap, red & white, Waterworld; glasses, small drinking (4) from National AAU senior Swimming 

Championships meet 1974; shoes, suede, Kalso Earth from 1960s, brown, green 

Judie Hockel  (via Barbara Strehlitz) - Videotapes, VHS, (13) Ruth Galindo oral history 

Catherine Jacobson – Concord Transcript, December 30, 2004 

John Keibel -  Frames, mahogany colored wood (5), Velcro Adhesive (to attach photos etc. to backing for carrying or 

display); CD w/2 color photos used for Galindo Home & Masonic Temple posters; Program, Port Chicago Disaster at 

70, July 17, 2014 Symposium on Race and the Military During WWII 
Bob Massone - Kay Massone’s 3-ring binder w/CHS information 

Tracey Mattson - Placemats (4), paper, from Adobe Savings w/historical  photos of SP train station in Concord, Francisco 

Perez’s Saloon, Barney Neustaedter’s store, Noah Adams in his auto in front of his Lumber Co. building 

William McDonald - Photos, color, (200 +/-) various sites in Concord, things that needed to be fixed, approximately 1994 

Traci Parent - Copies of articles from Pot of Gold newspaper April 1933 to September 1959 about Order of the 

Rainbow for Girls, Concord Assembly No. 15  
Keith Rishell (via Ken & Pat Rishell) - Binder with brochures, clippings folders, booklets, correspondence, documents fly-

ers, landmarks & photos all from the late 1960s and early 1970s re Concord and Historical Society activities; Blueprints of 

the Maltby Mansion refurbishing 1974 (7 pages) 

Virginia Rood - Photo, B&W, Mt. Diablo Woman’s Club (members) 1957 

Barbara Strehlitz - Binder, Rotary 1981-82; contains history of the organization, by-laws, officers and directors and pho-

tos with information about members; Program, 3rd Concord Summer Festival, 1971; Photos, color, Great Stuff Sale: In-

side the Masonic Temple items sorted ready for sale; Outside on the Galindo Gardens lawn, sale is set up 
Jim Trolan - Photos, color, Crystal Drive In, Parkway Cleaners, Thunderbird Auto Mart (2) 

Peter Vasconi - Grocery bag, paper, from Mayfair Supermarket; pocket handkerchief insert compliments of 

Plaza Cleaners 
Carol Wilson - Photo, B&W, unknown date, framed, a refinery 

IT’S NOMINATIONS TIME FOR 2015 ELECTIONS 
By Lind Higgins 
 

We’re inviting YOU to become involved in guiding the activities of the Concord Historical Society.  Next February, 

members will be asked to vote for five officers and six directors.  Now until December 15 is your opportunity to “nominate 

from the floor” and  volunteer to appear on next year’s ballot as an officer or director, or you can nominate a friend.   
 

 Officers (President, First and Second Vice Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer) are elected each odd-numbered year and 

serve 2-year terms (2015-2017).  The First Vice President is responsible for long-term planning and overseeing fund raising 

activities; the Second Vice President is responsible for developing an annual agenda for activities and community presenta-

tions. 
 

 To provide continuity, six of the 18 Directors-at-Large are elected each year and serve 3-year terms (2015-2018).    Re-

sponsibilities include guiding the policies and activities of the organization as well as raising funds to accomplish its objec-

tives.  Officers and directors must be active members (annual dues paid or life members).  The Board meets the third Tues-

day of each month at 7:30 PM at the Resource Center. 
 

Please let the Nominating Committee know if you, or another member, are willing to serve on the Board.  Nominations 

must be received by December 15 and can be submitted to the Nominating Committee via email to “chs-

history@concordhistorical.org,” or by regular mail to Nominating Committee, Concord Historical Society, P.O. Box 404, 

Concord, CA 94522.  Please include the name, address and telephone number of the nominee, (as well as your name and 

telephone number if you’re nominating someone else) so the nominations committee can ask for additional information if 

necessary. 



 

 

November 2014 THE CONCORD HISTORIAN  Page 10 

A VISIT TO THE BRUBECK COLLECTION AT UOP 
By Lloyd Crenna 
 

 Recently I visited the Holt-Atherton Special Collections at 

the University of the Pacific Library in Stockton.  Special Col-

lections Assistant, Trish Richards and its Director, treated me 

to a view of the stacks and The Brubeck Collection.  The Col-

lection was established by Dave and Iola Brubeck as a “living 

archive” to Dave’s legendary career as a musician and com-

poser, and to pass on the legacy of his music to future musi-

cians. The collection consists of a broad range of materials, 

taking up over 350 linear feet of shelves with hundreds of 

boxes.  It not only documents  Dave’s musical career , but also 

the history of jazz from the 1920’s to the present as the collec-

tion continues to grow.  It contains business correspondence, 

business papers, personal correspondence, biographical mate-

rials, clippings, concert programs, promotional materials, 

memorabilia, photographs, musical scores, sketches , audio 

materials and video and film materials.  It is initially overwhelming but soon begins to reveal the humanity of this wonder-

ful couple and tremendous accomplishments of Dave and Iola .  If you go, to start your experience, I recommend that you 

ask to see MS-4-Collection,Series II-1A-Photos 1890-1939 which contains photos of the Ivey family  in Concord ( Dave’s 

mother’s parents) , the backyard of the Ivey Brubeck Home in Concord,  Dave’s parents Elizabeth Ivey Brubeck and Pete 

Brubeck, Dave with his brothers in Concord, and early Concord ranching and parade photos. 
 

 The Brubeck Collection  is open to the public for onsite viewing in the Special Collections reading room at the Univer-

sity of the Pacific Library, 3601 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA, and hours are Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM. Al-

though seeing the items in person and holding them in your hands, especially the early photos of Dave’s life in Concord, is 

the most rewarding for views of Dave’s early life in Concord, that’s not all that you can learn from the Holt-Atherton Spe-

cial Collections.  It also contains 75% of all known John Muir documents, including correspondence, journals, notebooks, 

drawings, photographs, articles and books. 
 

 Also kept there is Japanese-American Internment Collection, which documents the 1942-1946 forced relocation of over 

100,000 persons of Japanese ancestry from Pacific Coast states to War Relocation Centers at Manzanar, California, Tule 

Lake, California and Rohwer, Arkansas.  The images in all these collections, and other interesting subjects, can be accessed 

at “go.pacific.edu/library/specialcollections.”  You can access the inventory at “www.oac.cdlib.org.” 

DAVE & IOLA BRUBECK 
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CONCORD HISTORIAN NEWSLETTER AD APPLICATION 
 

One Year – Four Issues       $100.00 
Business Card reduced to fit (2 ½” x 1 ¼”) 

Double size (2 ½” x 3 ½”)  $200.00 
 

Date ___________________________ 
 

Name _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Company Name _________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
City           State          Zip Code 
 

Business Card Enclosed________            Amount Enclosed_____________ 
 

Non-Profit Tax ID No. 23-7094512 

PLEASE CONSIDER ADVERTISING WITH US 
The Concord Historical Society has a steady regular circulation to its membership.  Also, we hand out 

copies of our newsletter at all of our events, as well from our booth at special community events such 

as those held in Todos Santos Plaza.  When it comes to advertising for your business, please consider 

advertising with us.  Thank you. 
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DONATIONS APPRECIATED 

The Concord Historical Society (CHS) welcomes gifts of funds, stock or property, and bequests in Wills and Trusts or in 

honor or memory of someone.  Because CHS is an all volunteer organization, 100% of your gifts goes to its projects.  Un-

specified gifts will be placed in the Museum Fund.  All gifts are tax deductible and will be acknowledged personally and in 

the newsletter unless you request otherwise.  Checks should be made out and mailed to: Concord Historical Society, P. O. 

Box 404, Concord, CA  94522.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 

CONCORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
  

NAME (please print): 

Mailing Address:  

                          

E-mail Address: 

Telephone:    
  

Annual Membership Categories: 

Supporting: $25.00;  Nonprofit: $25.00;  Business: $100.00;  Benefactor: $150.00;  Life Membership: $500.00 
  

Additional Tax deductible donation: 
 

 General Fund: 

 Museum Fund:    

 Archive Preservation Fund: 

 Landmark Plaque Fund: 

Total Amount Enclosed: 
 

If you would like to volunteer, please select your choice: School Programs Fund Raising Newsletter                                                  

Administration Docent Documentation Membership Oral History Walking Tours Research 
 

 Please clip or copy this membership form, and mail it to the Concord Historical Society at P. O. Box 404, Concord, CA 94522 

     

MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The Mission of the Concord Historical Society is to discover, preserve and dis-

play objects and materials of significant historical interest, importance and value 

in relation to Concord and its vicinity, to identify and preserve Concord’s histori-

cal structures and to discover, preserve and disseminate knowledge of Concord’s 

history.  


