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SIXTY YEARS OF PROGRESS:

THE HISTORY OF THE MT. DIABLO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
By Vivian Boyd

In 1939 Chief A. W. Vargus published the Progress
tion, outlining the development of the fire department in
city of Concord and its growth into the consolidated
Diablo Fire Protection District. The publication coinciqg
with the dedication of the new fire station, on June 25, 1
held at 2:00 P.M. The program dedicating the station b|
with an inspection of the new facility, followed by a welcq
ing address by the city's Mayor, L. A. Pedrizzetti. The §.
Oil Glee Club sang inspirational songs and remarks ¥
made by the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, W. J
chanan, as well as Chairman of the Fire Commissioner
Supervisor, 3rd District, R. D. Bollman. Fire Chiefs fr
surrounding districts attended and Jack King's Band plg . @ \EEAR
The event concluded with demonstrations by the Concord_ o) v .

Department on Hose Drills, Ladder Drills and First Aid. MT. DIABLO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, CONCORD 8 1939

Besides providing a history of the department, the program contained many bits of information indicative of the times.
On the cover are instructions on "How to Report a Fire." Readers were instructed to: 1) Dial Ce®@oid 2) State, |
wish to report a fire; 3) Explain exactly where the fire is; 4) Explain what kind of fire it is; 5) Give your name andrteleph
number; 6) Proceed to the nearest street or highway point to direct the fire trucks.

The history of the Concord Fire Department states that it was first organized on March 24, 1879 as the Concord Hook &
Ladder Company No. 1. Many familiar names were a part of the company: J. F. Sheehan, C. M. Galindo, Henry lvey, John
Galvin, John Tierney, Cy Briones, Phillip Klein, and M. N. Breckenridge.

On May 19, 1880 the trustees of the Company bought a parcel of land for $50.00. The deed read as follows: "N. E. Cor-
ner of lot 13, Block C, Town of Todos Santos (Concord) being 25 ft. front on Mt. Diablo St. and 80 ft. deep and immedi-
ately adjoining Lot No. 12..." On June 22, 1885 a contract was awarded to J. W. Guy for $870.00 to build a two story build-
ing to be used as a fire house. In 1892 the interior of the building was finally finished, with the walls plasteredeohd pain
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PRESI DENT6S ME .
Now t hat wedbre wel Board of Directors to th
year 2014, | want to bring you up to date| president:
what 6s happening bd carol Longshore at ot
Historical Society. Our Christmas Card Fur| Eirst Vice President:
Drive has gathered several donations Vivian Boyd
many of them are over $50 and Wwill | Second Vice President:
matched through our Matching Funds @ 3im Trolan
gram. However, the Matching Fund progrd Secretary:
will end in April s Carole Kelsch ncline
~ | is the time to help with the Masonic Tem| Treasurer:
- |transformation. You will have received oy | jnd Higgins
“ |[AiNeDhance Valentine a me
| matching program holds trueThank you all At Large Members:
for your support and donations, you should :
very proud of what George Baldocchi hel p |
this dream of a museum to fruitition. John Carlston
Marnie Carter
Be sure to mark Thursday Evening, March 20, on your caléndat 6 s Lloyd Crenna
nual Membership Dinner at the Oakhurst Country Club in Clayt@®ur speake Barry Cunningham
for the evening will be City Councilman and retired U.S. Army Major Ge Evelyn Cunningham
Daniel C. Helix. Joanne Fryer
Chuck Gabrysiak
We are planning to move our History Resource Center to the Farm Bured David Gagliardi
inApril. 1 téds quite an wunder tLiadkHiggims isénrchthrg John Keibel
of the move and wants everyone to know how excited we are to be mov\ej Terry Kremin
have been renting the current Resource Center on Sutter Street from the Kay Massone
Concord. It was previously designated a redevelopment parcel, but now it Marv McKean
sold, thus the move.As you can imagine there are numerous file cabinets, b Brad Morimune
books and artifacts that have to be moved. As we get closer to the date, Lif Larry Prosper
gins will let us know what help will be needed for this sizeable undertaking Barbara Strehlitz
As we continue to make progress toward the ultimate restoration and ope AUty e
our Museum complex, we will need docents and extended help. We invite ;
considering volunteering to jump in and join us in our effole have a lot of fu{ Board Member Emeritus
and meet a | ot of good people. I Paul Larson ugh wi
for the Society. After not having had a permanent museum for so long, an
having two grand historic buildings to be made into a museum complex is_trulv
exciting and surreal al | at the sa Concor d Historll t h
year , someti mes words candét proper p%?lecr
port we 69 mthe ferm efitimee affort and donations. The constructig LT G
still ongoing and we still appreciate any support available from our friends 1601 Sutter St., Suites E & F
community. Concord
You should have received your ballots for our board elections. We will be o (925) 8273380 .
. . . pen Tuesdays 1:00 to 4:00 PM
coming some new directors soon. George Baldocchi, a board member fo
than a decade, will be stepping down. Thank you, George, for all of your he Visit us on the web at:
hard work over the years. www.concordhistorical.org
Every time | drive by the Masonic Temple | feel so proud of how she | www.concordhistory.com

nestled in the trees, being worked on and transformed into a beautiful historic Ma-
sonic Temple Concord History Museum. | hope you feel the same way and remember all you give of your time and money
will come back to you and your family through your efforts to keep history alive.

Donét forget about our wupcoming events such as our annt

Your President, Carol Longshore
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Honorary
Board of Directors

Dave Brubeck (19262012)
Musician/Composer

Richard A. Cuneo
Winery Executive

Joseph L. Campbell
Pres.- Contra Costa Water Dist

Hart Fairclough (1924-2013)
Educator/Athletic Coach

Judith Morgan
Author/TV Writer/Painter

James Serventi
Colonel, U.S. Air Force (Retired

tq WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
0]

===

Sharon Jelich
Michael Wendorf
Denise & Gary Brown
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Annual Membership Meeting and Dinner
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

at the

at the
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Speaker: City Councilman Daniel C. Helix

(Save all your situfive will begin collecting in August. Exact dates forth

at Oakhurst Country Club in Clayton
Thursday, March 20, 2014

Spring Tea
Historic Galindo Home Museum and Gardens

Friday, May 9; Saturday, May 10; and Sunday, May 11, 2014
(Two seatings each day at 11:30 AM and 2:00 PM)

Summer Social
Historic Galindo Home Museum and Gardens
Sunday, June 21, 2014

Great Stuff Sale
at the Galindo Gardens

September 2014
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Later the building was moved to Fernando Street (Willow Pass Road); it continued in use as the Fire Department until 1939,
when the building was remolded into the City Hall.

It is interesting to note that the first piece of equipment
bought for the department in 1895, a hamerated Gould
pump, manufactured by the Woodin & Little Company of
San Francisco was purchase for $400.00, a little less that
half the cost of the building within which it would reside.

In 1910 the first fire hydrants were installed, and two hand
drawn horse carts were purchased. In 1912 a-Heaan
chemical truck was purchased. But, overall, records were
sketchy until A. W. Vargus was named Chief in 1924. He
took steps to organize the department, and began keeping
£"| complete records on file. With the reorganization other
| familiar names became a part of the department:

i| William Eddy, Dan Baldwin, L. B. McKinnon, T. Vasconi,

J. P. Crenna, Ray Crenna, W. Foskett, F. Freitas.

It seems that the Mt. Diablo Fire District came into be-
ing as the result of a meeting held at the Concord Farm
Center in 1920, when it was pointed out that the rural areas
of central Contra Costa County lacked adequate fire protec-
tion. A fundraising committee was formed to raise money
for fire equipment for use on farms. The committee was comprised of A. C. Gehringer, Frank Rose, and W. "Bill* Woods.
The committee held dances to raise the needed money. A Model T Ford truck, outfitted with two 25 gallon chemical tanks
was purchased. W. H. Eddy, who operated the garage next door, was asked to house the truck and take charge of its mainte-
nance. Keeping the equipment in working order posed a problem, as it was necessary to collect money from farmers once a
fire occurred, to cover the cost of recharging the chemical tanks and any other expenses incurred. Needless to say, this was
an impractical system. In 1923, the County Fire Protection District Act of 1923, was passed by the State Legislature, elimi-
nating this collection process, but it required the formation of another committee to take advantage of this Act. s a resul
the Mt. Diablo Fire Protection District was formed which included school districts in Concord and surrounding areas. The
Schools Districts that joined the fire district were the Concord School District, the Pacheco School District, the Clayton
Valley School District, the Clayton School District and the Oak Grove School District for a total of approximately 80 square
miles.

ORIGINAL CONCORD FIRE HOUSE & LATE 1880s

In 1926 two more pieces of equipment were purchased,
foremost a Dodge oranda-half ton truck which, like the
earlier Model T Ford, was also housed at W. H. Eddy's ga-
rage.

A suitable site for a new fire station was identified in
1930 and the land was purchased in downtown Concord.
The site consisted of two lots 50" x 125' each and it was
s l0cated on the corner of Fernando (Willow Pass) and Grant
streets. The lots cost $500 each. But, the planning commit-
tee hit a snag when the City of Concord did not have ade-
quate funding to build the station. They had applied to the
Public Works Administration for funding, but the city did

1926 DODGE FIRE TRUCK DRIVEN BY WILLIAM EDDY not have the needed matching money.

In 1936 a second attempt was made. This time the district had on hand 55 percent of the funding requested from the
Public Works Administration and their application for $11,454.00 was accepted. On September 29, 1938 bids were re-
viewed and the low bid offered by J. J. Hansen was accepted. His bid of $22,120 required another request for funding from
the P. W. A., which was granted and the project continued, costing $25,379. But, this did not include architect's fees, ligh
fixtures or blinds. Once additional grant money was secured, the district then had the $30,065 needed to complete the pro-
ject.

Continued on page 5
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Driveways, a wash rack, sidewalks and all outside work was not a part of the bid, but, working with the city, which had
W. P. A. (Works Progress Administratidra Depression era New Deal agency) projects already underway, this was com-
pleted. And so, on June 25, 1939 the building, on the northeast corner of Willow Pass Road and Grant Street in downtown
Concord was dedicated. This station was designated Station 1, and served as headquarters of the Mt. Diablo Fire Protec-
tion District. Once completed the station housed five pieces of equipment manned by 28 men on call, all under the supervi-
sion of Chief A. W. Vargus, who held monthly drills. Instruction was held on the use of the equipment as well as first aid,
including the use of a new piece of equipment, an inhalator to be used to restore breathing to those who had drowned or
become asphyxiated, or who have contacted pneumonia or diphtheria.

The publication is also quick to point out that the new station resulted in a decrease in insurance rates and prompts peo-
ple to make sure that their insurance reflects the new decrease.

On December 29, 1964, the Mt. Diablo Fire Protection District merged with the Central Fire Protection District
(comprised of five stations in Walnut Creek and Pleasant Hill) to form the Contra Costa Fire Protection District. The down-
town Concord fire station built in 1939 is still in operation at 2210 Willow Pass Road. It is currently designated $fation 6
the Contra Costa Fire Protection District. Currently the district provides services for 9 cities and unincorporatethareas of
County. It serves a population of 600,000 people and covers 304 square miles with 24 stations. The total operating budget
for 20092011 was $99.7 million.

The publication produced by A. W. Vargus included some tips on prgvent-
ing fires, some of which apply today, some of which reflect the culture of the
day. Citizens are asked by the publication to especially eliminate the follpwing
items or practices:

The use of cheap unsafe matches.

Use of coal oil and other inflammable volatiles to start fires.

Neglecting chimney and flue cleaning once a year.

Neglect and lack of inspection of heating appliances.

Shingle roof.

Accumulation of papers and rubbish in attic, basement and outhouses.
Dry grass, noxious weeds, and rubbish in yards surrounding property.
Use of gasoline, naphtha and cleaning fluids in home.

Smoking in bed, careless use of cigarettes and other smoking materials.
Oily rags and rubbish in garage and on premises.

Fire crackers, rockets, etc.

Cheap electrical appliances.

Improper fuses to protect wiring.

Too many electrical fixtures on a single circuit.

Storing gasoline in the home, and empty gasoline drums on premises.
Burning loose materials in open fire places.

Not having proper fire breaks in buildings. CONCORD FIRE STATIONG 1920

CONCORD ENGINE COMPANY NO. 16 1933 CONCORD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 8 1928




